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The last of the romantics
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For better or
for worse

Julie-Ann Clyma and Roger Payne
have a lot in commaon. They love
climbing, they love travelling and
they love each other. Whereas many
couples find communicating in the
kitchen challenging enough, Julie-Ann
reckons it's easy on a mountain.

By Christophe Dumeanes

Fayne (UK} are both IFMGA moun-

tain guides, living and working in
Leysin, Swirzerland. In addition to chimb-
ing and g1|i:_’|':ng._|1|.||-¢-.*.|:.|| has a back-
ground in public health research, with a
PhI? from the University of Manchester.
Roger has a background in education and
gports administration, first as National
Officer, then General Secretary at the
British Mounmineering Council (BMC)
and then as the fAmst Sporr and
Drevelopment
International
Climbing Federation {LITAA).

ju'lm-.‘l.nn Clyma (ML) and Roger
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Mountaineering  and

How did you mest?

Mountans are the reason we first met. In
1985 [ had Left mvy home in New Lealand
to make an expedition to the Cordillera
Blanca in Peru with a group of friends. At
the same time Roger was there with a
Brish expedition tomake a filmed ascent
af a new route on Mevada Kayesh. In the
village of Huascaran [ et their base camp
manager, and he invited me and the other
WOIMEN Of OuF teasm 0o a party at the base
camp. | met Fooger at that party, and we
were married in the UK less than two

vears later.

What hawe you climbed together?

']hgcl:hfr wie have made sodme st ascents
in Britan and the :'"|!|.1:- and over 2 CXpe-
ditions to the Hionalavas, Alaska and the

Andes, We have been three times to
000m peaks, but our real interest is to
make new routes and firt ascents of more
technical climbs at lower altatudes.

We are also very interested in mountain
training and development. Im 1992 and
1993, as part of our expeditions to Broad
Peak and K2, we waorked with the -I'I-:i.',.-l-
Khan Rural
[AKRSP) and our expedition sponsor -
Eastern Electricity = 8o facilitane the instal-
lagion of micro-hydro electricity schemies
in two remote mounin villages.

I 2802 we organised a filmed expedition
to Mepal for the UIAA and United
Mations Programme
(UMNEP) vo ratse awareness about the
impact of global warming in che
H|n|,;|.1.1l.".1:. and the threat of glacial lake
outburit loads. Alo in 2002, for the

Support  Programme

Enviromment

UlLAA and World Conservation Union
{(TUCH), we organised a *Swiss Summit’
with climbers fram [ndia and Pakistan to
promote the protection of mountain
areas: in particular the Siachen Glacier
which has been the scene of a long
running military conflict.

[nn the past three years we have made joing
expeditions with the Sikkim Amateur
Mountaineering Association (5AMA) o
help provide training for their members,
and promote mountain  toursm  in
Sikdam.

Can you tell me what it means for you to climb
a5 2 couple?

Climbing as a couple means that we get to
share all the hardships together, but also all
the pleasures. It makes for a very strong
bond when you survive the times that can
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be dafficult or dangerous. For us the summits
are important, but even more important,
is that we come back safehy.

What are the advantages and disadvantages
of climbimg with your partaer? Is it different
b climbing with someane else?

':.'-lilhlhillg Ti:l_l.:n.-ﬂ et has the :;‘I'.'.n':rag-.-;' i
we know each other soowell, that we know
r:ﬂr]l}.‘ how o work on the mountain
together, and communication s easy, |
can't think of 3 disadvanzage! It is different
to climbing with another parter. I think
vepethier in the | ||r|13[1.1l.'15 we are probably

mare cautious about afety,

Can you tell me aboul any particularly diffi-
cult or funny moments that you have had
together in the mountaing?

We have had some extraordinary adven-
tures together in the mountains, Same
were very risky, like when we werse hit by
avalanches on the north face of
Changabang and on the south face of
Puitieari Chhash,

UI'[EI!- WLETE \'Er:.-' -:|.I'.||1:|H|:1r. !I.kl;" “'hl_'l:
Julse-Amnn was hie by ]IHI!I:EIJIIJE niear the
sumuamit of Momt Blane du Tacul (she was
temporarily blinded in one eye and paral-
wsed om one side). Alss when we rescued a
climber from high on K2, and during the
steepest part of the descent of the Black
Pyramid, an in-situ rope broke while
Roger was abseiling with the injured
climber hanging from his harness,

Abo memorable are the many good and
interestng people we have met in the
LR ETT i|!|l.']|Jd.i:|L_|.: many r.!r.'-::-plr.' wha

have helped us, and some we have been
able to help. But probably the most mem-
orable experiences are the summic
moments, when after days and weeks of
climbing, the difficuleies of the mountain
are solved and you reach the o like aur
first ascent of Mount Grosvenor in China.
But even then there was uncertaingy, i we
had to find a new route to make the descent,
Of course it is most memerable when you
think thar you will not be lucky enough
oo neach the summar. [ewas like this on our
climbs of Manda Dewi East and
Chomolhari, At the last minuee the weather
gave us an opporiunity, and with all oor
effort we made the summit and returned
to base camip. [t 1s expenences like these chat
rernind vorus of the important things in life,
anwd the ammamng opportunities we hove, W
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